
 

 

Kearney Park Board Minutes--Tuesday January 21, 2020 meeting 

 

On Tuesday January 21, 2020 the Kearney Park Board met for its 

monthly meeting.  Jeff Couchman called the meeting to order. All 

members were present, except for Dan Holt, who was attending the 

Board of Aldermen meeting. Staff member present was Ryan 

Marcotte. (Eric absent due to death in family)   

Park board minutes from the November 19, 2019 meeting were 

presented, with Tiffany making a motion to approve the minutes, and 

Lisa seconding the motion…the motion was approved unanimously.  

 

Old Business – Ryan Marcotte updated the board on the Lions Park 

master plan, noting that Vireo had been accepted as the design / 

architect firm for the overall project, and that a pre-bid meeting has 

been set up for mid-February for the splashpad and playground 

projects, and that more information would be available after those 

meetings. 

 

Ryan mentioned to the board that the previously discussed coaches 

and volunteer concussion protocol had been implemented, and that all 

coaches would be required to take the CDC Heads Up training course 

in the future. 

  

New Business   Ryan said that a potential dog park location has been 

discussed among staff in the area to the south east of the maintenance 

shed in Jesse James Park. This area is currently only used for 

overflow parking during the Jesse James Festival. Ryan mentioned 

that the Jesse James Festival committee would be consulted regarding 

their opinions on the potential dog park area. 

 

Ryan said that the youth basketball leagues were currently ongoing, 

and that after several postponed games due to snow, that everyone 

was happy to be finally playing. He mentioned that the league was 

scheduled to run through mid-February. 

   

Ryan informed the board that Eric and himself had been contacted by 

Marion Hood of the Kearney Lions Club, and that they would not be 

continuing with the Lions Club Wine Fest event, citing lack of 

manpower as the main reason. Ryan brought up the possibility of the 

Chamber of Commerce or the Jesse James Festival taking over the 

event as a fundraiser as a potential outcome.  



  

Ryan reminded the board that Parks and Recreation has taken over the 

Kearney Celtic Soccer Club, and would be offering soccer this spring 

and fall. He said that staff was able to secure the services of Carrie 

Tourney, former head of Celtic Soccer to head gameday operations 

and provide general support during the season. He said signups were 

ongoing, and games start in mid-March 

 

Ryan told the board that the mowing contract was being upheld by the 

City, as the contractor had agreed to keep his prices the same. Ryan 

said this would provide stability, as the contractor had improved over 

the past 3 years, as they are now very familiar with the park 

properties. 

 

 

Amphitheater – Ryan told the board that Eric and himself would 

once again be attending the Missouri Fairs and Festivals convention in 

Columbia, Missouri, and hopes to possibly come away from the event 

with a few acts for the 2020 season. 

 

Board Comments -  

 

STAFF COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT    
With there being no further business on the agenda, a motion was 

made by Connie, and seconded by Tiffany to adjourn.  
 

 

 

Approved: _____________________                        

    Attest: _________________ 

______________   Chairperson                                   Julie Jones Secretary 

 

 
 
 
 
 


